Week 8 Term 3 - 2020
Kia Ora Ramarama School whanau,
I think if I had to choose a phrase to sum up this year it would have to be, “flying by the
seat of my pants.” With often little more than a couple of hours notice this year I have had
to formulate plans and procedures for our school that have never been done before. Not
once or even twice this year everything we have planned has had to be changed or
cancelled. Resilience and Co-operation were selected by the staff as our 2020 theme
late last year when we started our planning. How apt that this has never been more fitting,
we really have had to work together harder than ever to ensure that we stay connected
and supportive of one another. Bouncing back from things and returning to school and
trying to transition back into school routines again and again- but we have done it and so have our students!
How quickly things have changed, now words such as bubbles, clusters, lockdown, alert levels and borders have
become a part of our daily vocabulary. Nothing about this year is normal, last night I sat in my bedroom on a Zoom
call with members of the PTA discussing Calf Club and trying to formulate a plan that would limit the adults on site to
100. Nothing about this situation is fair or ideal but we are trying our best to ensure that we can honour the rural
traditions of the school in some way.
So this will be the plan for Calf Club if Auckland gets moved to mass
gatherings of 100 by Saturday 19th September.
On Saturday only the students with animals and their parents will be
on-site. The calves and goats will be judged first and then these people will
leave the grounds. The students and parents with lambs will then enter the
site for their judging. There will be no games, activities etc- there will be a
BBQ, coffee, drinks and ice blocks for sale. If your child is rearing an animal
you will have received an email yesterday asking you to send me the names
of the adults who will be attending with your child. This is so I can ensure we are adhering to the mass gathering
protocols and not going over 100 people per session. Please ensure I have these names asap.
For the students who are completing the Calf Club Project of either the
knitted scarf or the bird feeder you will need to bring your completed project to
school on Thursday 17th September. You will take your projects to the hall to go
on display. The projects will be judged on Thursday afternoon and then on Friday
18th September we will invite your parents in to view the judged projects. We will
also have to stagger the viewing times to ensure we meet the mass gathering
protocols.
● Puriri parents you can view the projects between 9:00- 10:00am
● Rimu parents you can view the projects between 10:00- 11:00 am
● Kauri parents you can view the projects between 11:40- 12:40pm
● Nikau parents you can view the projects between 1:40- 2:40pm
We will have the students from each Awhina group in the hall at that time so they can see each other's work.
The hall will also be open after school till 4:00pm for people who may not be able to come during the day- there will
be a staff member on the door ensuring we meet the protocols.
Also on Friday 18th September there will be a BBQ for the students with projects- the PTA are organising a
free sausage and drink or ice-block for every child that has completed the project.
We hope that this plan ensures that the hard work students have put into completing either the project or raising an
animal will be acknowledged and celebrated. Thank you to the members of the PTA who are working hard behind the
scenes to ensure we can run this event.

Speech and Poem Finals
This Thursday 10th September we will have our annual speech finals and poem showcase. Unfortunately we can not
have parents on site at this event so we will be recording the speeches and poems and sharing them with you
digitally. The ECCS speech finals have also been cancelled so our winners will not be going on to compete furtherbut we also feel that it is important to continue this tradition at our school.
I know lots of our students have out in hours of work on their speech and it will be great to acknowledge this at the
speech finals and poem showcase.
This Friday is MUFTI DAY and the rescheduled Pizza lunch. If your child chooses to wear
MUFTI then the PTA would like them to bring a grocery item as the donation. The grocery
items can be handed in to the classroom teacher in the morning.

Thank you to everyone who supported the Year 8 Samosa fundraiser. Thank you to all the parents who helped with
organisation and collection. We raised a total of $1,800 for the Year 8 graduation and day out.

If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact meprincipal@ramarama.school.nz
Tania Campbell- PRINCIPAL

Thank you to Takanini Auto Service Centre for their sponsorship of our Calf Club Ribbons for
2020, we really appreciate your support!!!
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