7 December 2021
Kia Ora Ramarama School whanau,
This week's newsletter contains some reminders of our upcoming end of year events and some
information regarding some unforeseen changes to class levels for 2022.
We are all so proud of the way our students have managed the last 2 weeks back at school with the
different rules in place. The school ground is full of laughter, happy chatter and smiles. Thank you to all
the parents who have remained calm and positive about school in the current settings and helped us all to
maintain the health and safety procedures. We could not have done this without all your support.
You will have by now received the information about how next week will work.
●

On Monday 13th December students in Weka, Toutouwai, Kakapo, Ruru and Kiwi will come to
school for Junior Prizegiving, a BBQ lunch and a water fun day. Junior students will take home
their reports and class information for 2022. Students need to wear their school uniform, bring
morning tea and their togs & towel. A BBQ lunch, chips and ice-blocks are all being provided free
of charge. All Senior students will learn from home.

●

On Tuesday 14th December students in Pukeko, Piwakawaka, Tui and Takahe will come to
school for Senior Prizegiving, a BBQ lunch and a water fun day. Senior students will take home
their reports and class information for 2022. Students need to wear their school uniform, bring
morning tea and their togs & towel. A BBQ lunch, chips and ice-blocks are all being provided free
of charge. All Junior students will learn from home.

●

Wednesday 15th December school will be open till 1pm for registered Bubble School children
only. Please email me if you have any questions about this or need to make alternative
arrangements.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our school PTA for all
their support and fundraising efforts this year. Despite having to
once again cancel our major fundraiser they have still managed to
donate $14,000 to the school this year. This money was used to
repaint the school pool, to provide extra camp funds and pay for the
end of year BBQ’s.
Thank you to Aliesha, Adele, Stephanie, Denise and Farzana who
all took on positions of responsibility this year. Thank you to
everyone who helped organise an event, rafﬂes, school lunches and
just showed up to be at the meetings and events and lend your
support. We look forward to working together again in 2022.

PTA Rafﬂes: Thank you to Viv Manak for organising this yesterday. The rafﬂes made use of some of the
donated products from earlier this year. Congratulations to all the winners. Prizes will be sent home with
your child on their next day at school.

Second Hand Uniform:
Do you have any uniform items that no longer ﬁt your children? You can donate them to school and we
will re-sell them at the start of next year. We will have a second hand uniform sale on the week before
school starts and also at the Open Day. All items are sold at $2 or $5 a piece.
Send any items along with your child this week or next week in clean tidy condition and the PTA will get it
sorted.
School Uniform for Term 1 2022:
Just a reminder that all new uniform items need to be purchased at the Uniform
Shop in Pukekohe. We sell the school bucket hats from the ofﬁce and all students
require this in Term 1 and Term 4.
Footwear is black or navy sandals, appropriate black or navy shoes, or
predominantly black sport shoes. These are to be worn with either plain black socks
or plain white socks. No jandals please.

School Pool: The Ramarama School Board of Trustees have made the decision to not open the school
pool for community use this Summer. With the school still in the Red Level of the Covid Protection
Framework for the foreseeable future it makes it very difﬁcult to adhere to the rules regarding the
community use of the school pool. We do not want to be enforcing vaccination passports for users or
policing the gathering limits. We hope to have the pool open for our school families to use from the 17th
January if possible.

Updated School Structure for 2022:
● Due to some unforeseen and signiﬁcant changes to the student numbers across year levels in the
last 2 weeks we have had to restructure the Year 4-Year 8 classes for 2022 to ensure the numbers
across learning spaces remain at effective levels.
● These changes have come about because of students who are leaving the area and a number of
new enrollments in zone that have only happened in the past couple of weeks.
● This restructure also means that we have room in each learning space for local in zone
enrollments throughout the year in 2022, should they arise.
● Each class from Year 2-Year 8 will have between 20-24 students to start the year. This is such a
great ratio and we are pleased that this restructure means all our students will get the beneﬁts of
these lower numbers.
● Usually at this time of the year we have a day where all students visit
their new teacher and learning space and get to spend some time
together. Unfortunately we are unable to do this this year, as it would
compromise the current class bubbles we need to maintain under the
Covid guidelines.
● So we will be having an Open Day on Tuesday 1st February- all of
the teachers will be in their rooms and parents and students can
come along and view the learning spaces, meet the teacher, drop off stationery, ask questions and
settle any ﬁrst day jitters with a look around the school a play on the playground and maybe even
a swim.
● We may schedule times if we still have Covid restrictions, but we will let you know closer to the
time.
● Classes will then start at 9am on Wednesday 2nd February 2022.

●

Classes for 2022 are carefully considered and are set to ensure we have a good balance of
gender, friendships and overall class dynamics. The Year 2/3 classes, the Year 4/5 classes and
the Year 7/8 classes are split evenly and no class is “higher” than the other. Streaming children
and classes is not something we do here, in fact it is discriminatory and can have a negative
impact on a students self conﬁdence. Class information for 2022 will be sent home with your
child's report.
Learning Space

Class Level

Staff

Weka Learning Space

Year 0/1

Kath Blakie & Lynne Penney

Toutouwai Learning Space

Year 1/2

Rachelle Baker

Pukeko Learning Space

Year 2/3

Verna Cameron

Piwakawaka Learning Space

Year 2/3

Renee Leckner

Kiwi Learning Space

Year 4/5

Kelly Steward

Tui Learning Space

Year 4/5

Megan Paton

Takahe Learning Space

Year 5/6

Regan Baxter

Ruru Learning Space

Year 7/8

Marquerite Way

Kakapo Learning Space

Year 7/8

Cheree Cowsill

Thank you all for your on-going support. We are looking forward to celebrating the
end of the 2021 school year next week with our Junior and Senior Prize Givings.
These events will be live streamed on our School Facebook Page. We will be
aiming to start at 9:15am both days.
This is not the way we wanted to ﬁnish our year and it goes against everything we stand for to not have
our school whanau on site with us, but we will make the most of what we can do and celebrate all these
amazing young people that enrich our lives in so many ways.
Wishing you and your whanau an enjoyable and fun holiday season and we look forward to returning to
school in 2022 in what we all hope will be a much more settled and full
school year.
Ngā mihi,
Tania Campbell
Tumuaki/Principal

